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Capitale of the Côtes-du-Rhône area, Avignon is an 
ideal point of departure to explore Provence. 
Leaving from  Avignon, in very little time, you will 
wind up in the most beautiful and varied landscapes 
such as : the vineyards of Châteauneuf du Pape, the  
Luberon area known for its hilltop villages and 
its lavender fields, Mount Ventoux, the Camargue 
area and the Rhone Delta, Baux-de-Provence in the  
Alpilles mountain range or cities like Nîmes, Marseille, 
Aix-en-Provence.  



SUMMARY 

Provence  must-sees    
n Lavender Fields for ever FD p. 3
n Lavender Fields for ever WE  p. 4
n The Gorges de l’Ardèche Nature Reserve  p. 5 
n Roman Provence  p. 6
n Alpilles and Arles p. 7
n Pays de Sorgues and Monts de Vaucluse p. 8
n Magical Camargue p. 9
n Marseille and Aix en Provence p. 10
n Wine Pavilion   p. 11 

Provence, history and heritage    
n Bridges and Tales  p. 12
n Italian Influence  p. 13
n Petrarch, the Pope and the Cardinals  p. 15
n The Mongolfier Brothers  p. 16 
n Go with the flow   p. 17 

Active Provence     
n Châteauneuf-du-Pape Biketour  p. 18 
n St Roman Abbey Bike Tour   p. 19
n Vineyards Walk in Châteauneuf-du-Pape   p. 20 

Provence, the art of living      
n Mouth-watering Mont Ventoux 
n Truffles and Wine WE 
n Truffles and Wine FD 
n Wine and Roman Times  p. 25 

Provence, experiences and acquaintances      
n Family Affairs in Provence  p. 26
n Family Affairs in Gard and Alpilles p. 27
n In Tune with the Cicadas p. 28 

Provence, gardens and nature       
n Remarkable Gardens  p. 30 
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CONTACT US AT THE SALES 
AND MARKETING DEPARTMENT 

 groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com
 Tel. + 33 (0) 4 90 27 50 50 

 • Sales and Marketing Manager: 
    Marianne Coulomb   
    m.coulomb@avignon-tourisme.com
 • Sales and Marketing Assistant:
     Philippe Bonfiglio:    
     p.bonfiglio@avignon-tourisme.com
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Count on our local guides’ expertise to see life through purple-tinted 
glasses !

Have a real Provençal experience and get to learn everything there is to know 
about lavender, the symbol of Provence.  

In company of a local guide, drive all the way to the town of Sault (sometimes 
refered to as the world capital of lavender) and enjoy breathtaking views 
(lavender fields and hilltop villages) with many photo opportunities.  

You will be  given also some free time in Sault to get your fill of lavender 
memorabilia (sachets, soaps, essentiel oil, honey or even syrup).  

A drive you will remember forever ! 

 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Lavender fields forever 
1/2 day tour  

Useful 
information
For 30 Persons    

From  8 € / person 

Includes : services of a local guide for 5 
hours (1:00pm to 6: pm) .  

The price does not include transport 
Supplement on Sundays and public 
Holidays : please contact us.

Duration : 5 hours 

 

 
 

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

peindre dans la lavande © A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse

Champ de lavande © A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse

2022

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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The blue gold of Provence
Spend an unforgettable day, exploring the secrets of the symbol of Provence!
 
Visit the Lavender Museum, drive to Sault (sometimes refered to as the world 
capital of lavender) and enjoy breathtaking views (lavender fields and hilltop 
villages), visit a lavender farm and have lunch in a typical Provençal restaurant. 

All in all, have a fantastic purple day you will remember for ever ! 

For lunch, you will be invited at the “Les Lavandes” restaurant in Monieux. The 
owner, Monsieur Gabert, is an active figure of the local life and is always keen 
to share his passion for his region and its produce
  
   

TIMETABLE

n  9 a.m. Departure from Avignon
n	 10 a.m.  Visit of the Lavender Museum in Coustellet
n	 11 a.m. Departure for Monieux with photo stops (in Gordes, for  
 exemple)
n		 Noon Noon   Lunch in a typical Provençal restaurant, in Monieux
n		 2.30 p.m.  Arrival in Sault, visit of a lavender distillery.
n		 3.45 p.m.  Departure for Avignon, more photo stops of lavender fields 
  on the way back
n		 6 p.m.   End of visit.
 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Lavender fields forever 
1 day tour   

Useful 
information
Price - based on 20 people  

64 € /person 

 
Includes : services of a guide for the day, 
admission to the Lavender Museum in 
Coustellet, lunch, visit to the distillery.

The price does not include transport 
Supplement on Sundays and public 
holidays : please contact us. 

Duration : 9 hours approximatively 

 
 

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Champ de lavande © A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse

Lavande © Ph. Bar - Avignon Tourisme

2022

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Together, the Pont d’Arc and Gorges de l’Ardèche form one of the most amazing natural 
sites in France. Visitors are treated to awe-inspiring and untamed scenery. The Gorges 
de l’Ardèche (1575 ha) have been listed as a French Nature Reserve since 1980 protecting 
over a thousand animal and plant species.
Ardèche caves? Yes, you’ll visit some! At least one otherwise it would be sacrilege. Don’t 
miss Aven d’Orgnac Cave or Chauvet Cave!

Aven d’Orgnac: a natural wonder
It all began 100 million years ago when the limestone rock formed then Aven d’Orgnac was 
discovered in 1935 so we can now gaze at the vast underground chambers. Come and open 
your mind, spark your imagination and travel back in time.

Chauvet-Pont d’Arc Cave and its cave art date back 36,000 years and are the oldest known 
to man  
Three passionate cavers discovered the cave in 1994 and Chauvet is packed with animals 
and masterpiece cave paintings. There are over 500 different paintings on the cave walls... 
The animals are usually depicted in motion and sometimes there’s a sense of perspective. 
The artists depicted all the wildlife around them and tended to portray predators such as 
bears and lions... For conservation purposes, you can visit the cave’s replica a few kilometres 
from the original.

Your day using Avignon as your base
n 9am: Meet your guide and departure across the Cèze Valley  
n 10.15am: Aven d’Orgnac tour
n 12-2pm: Munch break in Vallon Pont d’Arc  
n 2-6pm: Cross the Gorges  
Return to Avignon for 6pm 

Or: 

n 9am: Meet your guide and departure through the Gorges .
Meal at Pont d’Arc Cave
n 2-3pm: Tour of Chauvet - Pont d’Arc Cave Return to Avignon for 6pm through the Cèze 
Valley.

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

The Gorges de l’Ardèche 
Nature Reserve 

Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

from 65,50 €  per person   
Aven d’Orgnac

The price  includes : the  Entrance fees of 
Aven d’Orgnac, a tour guide and the coach 
for the day 

from 69 €  per person
Grotte Chauvet

This price includes the  Entrance fees of 
Grotte Chauvet a tour guide and the coach 
for the day 

Option to include lunch

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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No other region in France keeps better vestiges of their ancient past than Provence. 
This is due of course to the strong impact of Roman history in the area but also to the 
exceptional state of preservation the buildings find themselves in.  
If you wish to know more about Roman times in Provence, leaving from Avignon, all you 
need to do is drive across the Rhone River. You will be leaving the middle ages behind and 
entering the Roman world. 

n	 8:45 am: Meet your guide in Avignon and get ready for a roman escapade.

n	 9:00 am: Departure for Pont du Gard

n	 9:45 am – 11:00 am: Pont du Gard, an ancient aqueduct will fill you with wonder. It was 
built in the 1st C AD to provide water to the city of Nimes and is now part of the UNESCO 
World Heritage. 
The museum on site, enhanced with life-size reconstructions and multimedia technology, 
will give you even more details about the history of this outstanding piece of Roman 
architecture.  

n	 11:00 am: Departure for Uzès, known as the “first Duchy of France” and visit the old 
town, one  of the largest protected urban areas, rich with small winding medieval streets, 
a Duke’s castle (outside only), Renaissance private mansions and charming town squares 
under shady trees.  

n	 12:30 pm:  Free lunch in Uzès (we can arrange it for you if you wish, see with us) 

n	 2:30 pm:  Departure for Nîmes. 

n	 3:30 pm – 5:30 pm:  Explore the city by foot and visit its roman amphitheater, the best 
preserved one in the whole world. It dates back from the end of the 1st C AD / beginning of 
the 2nd C AD and could hold 24000 people. 
Through a maze of charming streets, stumble upon many of the architectural treasures of 
the historical center of Nîmes, for example : the “maison carrée” (outside only), a roman 
temple dedicated to the glory of the emperor and built under Augustus at the end of the 1st 
C AD. It was inspired by the temple of Appolo in Rome. 
Finally, walk through the 18th C gardens “Jardins de la Fontaine”, developed on an ancient 
sanctuary still including the Magna Tower and the Temple of Diana. 

n	 5:30 pm - 6:30 pm:  Drive back to Avignon 

 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Roman Provence
Useful 
information
Price - based on 30 people  

With coach  
From 66 € per person  
Price includes: guide and coach for the 
day, entrance tickets to Pont du Gard and 
Nîmes Amphitheater.

Without coach 
From 35 € per person  
Price includes: guide for the day and 
entrance tickets to Pont du Gard and 
Nîmes Amphitheater. 

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

© Gard Tourisme

© Gard Tourisme

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility

2022
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The Alpilles mountain range between Arles and Avignon is the geological extension to 
the Luberon. In the villages (Les Baux-de-Provence, Fontvieille, Maussane etc.) you can 
smell the fragrances of thyme, rosemary and lavender. Between the vineyards and oil 
mills the colourful markets exude the scents of Provence. 
The Alpilles Regional Nature Park has worked to protect its  unique identity whilst 
boosting the economy since 2007

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.45am: Meet your tour guide  
n 9am: Departure to Saint Rémy de Provence.
The old town’s winding lanes are dotted with beautiful restored houses, Renaissance and 
18th century mansions, chapels and convents. Soak up Provence’s lifestyle on shaded 
boulevards, squares with old fountains and café and restaurant terraces.
Its fantastic heritage is showcased by Glanum archaeological site and the «Antiques» 
including the Arc de Triomphe and Tomb of Pope Julius II which encapsulate High 
Antiquity.
n 9.45-11am: Tour of St Rémy de Provence (Provençal market on Wednesday) or tour of 
St Paul de Mausole, Saint-Paul de Mausole Monastery, a jewel of Romanesque Provençal 
art which is also famous for having housed and inspired Vincent Van Gogh in 1889 (he 
painted 150 of his most famous paintings here). You can visit the reconstruction of its 
famous patient’s bedroom.
n 11h00: Departure to Les Baux de Provence, listed and recognised as «one of the most 
beautiful villages in France». Les Baux de Provence village is in the heart of the Alpilles on 
a rocky plateau at an altitude of 245m. It overlooks the fabulous landscapes of Arles, the 
Camargue and Alpilles to give you breathtaking views. 
11.15am arrival  
n 11.15am-12.15pm: Tour of Les Baux de Provence or Carrière de Lumières show. 
Visitors can see a different multimedia show every year projected onto the 14m high walls, 
pillars and ground of the former quarries.
n 12.15pm: Departure to Arles, town of Art and History listed as UNESCO World 
Heritage. Van Gogh’s hometown and the capital of the Camargue is also packed with 
incredible Roman heritage. 
n 1-2.30pm: Free time for lunch  
n 2.30-5pm: Tour of the town, arenas and Saint Trophime cloister.  
n 6pm: return to Avignon 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

The Alpilles and Arles   
Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

With coach: from 84 €  per person   
This price includes: a coach and guide for 
the day - entry to St Paul de Mausole and the 
Carrières de Lumières- Arles pass (your choice 
of 4 monuments + 1 museum)  

Without coach: from 47 €  per person    

This price includes: a guide for the day - entry 
to St Paul de Mausole and the Carrières 
de Lumières- Arles pass (your choice of 4 
monuments + 1 museum)  

Option to include lunch. 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Come to explore Pays des Sorgues and Mount Vaucluse : an exalted area to discover!

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.45am: Meet your tour guide
n 9am: Departure for the village of L’Isle sur la Sorgue known as the Venice of 
Provence. L’Isle sur la Sorgue is one of the top things to do in Provence. If you love 
bargains, beautiful pieces, vintage and art galleries then this is the place for you with 
almost 300 antiques dealers in the small town! Several canals fuelled by the Sorgue run 
through the leaf green and river blue island town at the foot of the Vaucluse plateau in the 
Comtat Venaissin plain. You’ll get the feel for it as you walk by the canals that slip through 
narrow old lanes. 
You’ll cross small bridges and watch the big mossy waterwheels at work powered by the 
Sorgue.

n 9.30-11am: Tour of Brun de Vian factory or, if the trip is on Sunday, stroll through 
L’Isle sur Sorgue market. Brun de Vian Tiran is a family-run business founded in 1808 
and now run by Pierre and Jean-Louis Brun, father and son, respectively 7th and 8th 
generation. The company makes all its fantastic premium fabrics in its workshops in L’Isle 
sur la Sorgue. They are made of the best natural fibres and are the ultimate in softness. 
The hand-picked natural fabrics come from five continents and include merino, alpaca, 
cashmere, baby llama, camel and other rarer yarns which are woven with passion and 
expertise.

n 11am-2pm: Tour and lunch at Fontaine de Vaucluse, an exceptional Vaucluse site - 
«Vallis clausa», meaning enclosed valley, at the bottom of which springs the Sorgue which 
the village is named after.

n 2.15pm: Departure for the Cistercian Sénanque Abbey with a photo opportunity in 
Sénanque.
n 2.45-3.45pm: Tour of Sénanque where a Cistercian brotherhood still lives.

n 3.45pm: Departure for Roussillon. Nestled in the heart of the world’s biggest ocre 
deposit and listed as one of the most beautiful villages in France, Roussillon is a must-do 
in the Luberon and definitely worth the trip.

n 4-4.45pm: Tour of Roussillon and ocre trail

n 6pm: Return to Avignon

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Pays des Sorgues 
and Monts de Vaucluse   

Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

With coach: from 81 €  per person   
This price includes a coach and guide for 
the day, Brun Vian Tiran workshop tour – 
Sénanque Abbey entry – ocre trail entry. 

Without coach: from 35 € per person    
 
This price includes a guide for the day, 
Brun Vian Tiran workshop tour – Sénanque 
Abbey entry – ocre trail entry. 

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Nestled between the two arms of the Rhône, the Camargue is a wonderland with a unique 
atmosphere that you won’t find anywhere else. It’s heaven for migratory birds and home 
to flamingoes, bulls and horses. Explore the region and its nature away from the crowds, 
noise and pollution of the cities. It’s a prime spot for Provencal culture and a first class 
original space: biological wealth, diverse flora and fauna, various landscapes, specific 
types of farming... a day to remember!

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.30am: Meet your guide at your hotel and leave for Pont de Gau bird park.    
n 10am-12pm: Tour the bird park, the perfect place to spot, observe and take photos of the 
many bird species including hundreds of flamingoes in their natural habitat. Depending on 
the choice of path, the tour takes 1-1.5 hrs and the paths are easy. 

Possible variation: a tour of Vaccarès Lake via Sambuc enables you to see the Camargues 
scenery and wildlife from the comfort of your bus. Photo opportunities scheduled.
n 12.15-2.15pm: Tour of Saintes Maries de la Mer village and lunch break. 
The village is a site of legend and pilgrimage that’s ideal for a wander. Be sure to visit the 
fortified church overlooking it, a real stone vessel.
n 2.30pm: Depart to Aigues Mortes  

You have two options for what to do in the afternoon!
Either you visit Aigues Mortes, medieval Camargue and Constance Tower where Marie 
Durand was imprisoned for 38 years because of her protestant faith. Marie Durand (1711-
1776) is probably one of the most iconic Huguenots.

Or you visit the 12th century St Gilles Abbey, the 4th most popular pilgrimage site in 
Christendom since the Middle Ages after Rome, Jerusalem and Santiago de Compostela. 
Visitors today can gaze at the sculpted exterior, unusual crypt and spiral staircase at the 
UNESCO World Heritage site.

Return to Avignon for 6pm.  

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Magical Camargue 
Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

With coach: from 71 €  per person   
This price includes a guide and coach for 
the day, entry to the bird park, Constance 
Tower or St Gilles crypt.  

Without coach: from 34 €  per person    
This price includes a guide for the day, 
entry to the bird park, Constance Tower or 
St Gilles crypt. 

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Between land and sea: Marseille.  
Marcel Pagnol’s home city blends past and present. Join us to explore its must-visits. 
Paul Cézanne’s town: Aix en Provence.
We  bring you the chance to explore the pedestrian streets to really soak up the setting.

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.30am: Meet your guide and depart to Marseille

n 9.45am: Arrival in Marseille

n 10am-1pm: Tour of Marseille. We’ve hand-picked the old port and fish market, 
Marseille Cathedral, Le Panier (the oldest part of Marseille that simply oozes magic) and 
some spaces at the MuCEM (Musée des Civilisations de l’Europe et de la Méditerranée)  

n 1-2.30pm: lunch break

n 2.30pm: Depart to Aix en Provence

n 3.15-5.15pm: Tour of Aix en Provence and free time. Soak up the artful town of Aix 
en Provence on foot. As you stroll around the famous Cours Mirabeau in the shade of the 
plane trees, you’ll see countless mansions and monuments - Town Hall, Archbishop’s 
Palace, Saint-Sauveur Cathedral, Pavillon de Vendôme. The squares adorned with 
fountains are equally enchanting as you wander around town.

n 15.15-6.30pm: Return to Avignon

Other possible day trips:

You can also plan 1 day in Marseille by replacing the trip to Aix with a boat trip to the 
Marseille Calanques or Château d’If on an islet in the Frioul Archipelago. Another option is 
to visit Aix in the morning and go on an afternoon boat trip to the Cassis Calanques. 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Marseille 
and Aix en Provence   

Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

With coach: from 53 €  per person    
This price a guide and coach for the day.  

Without coach: from 16 €  per person    
 
This price includes a guide for the day.

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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During your stay in Avignon, don’t miss a tour to Chateauneuf-du-
Pape. This village is worldwide known for the quality of its red wine. 
So come and visit one of its numerous wine cellars and discover 
what make this wine so special !

During this half day tour, leave the buzz of the city and  enjoy Chateauneuf du Pape.  
You will immediatly feel the charm of this  picturesque village nestled south on a 
sunny hill and set amidst the vineyards. 

After a panoramic tour of the area where you will admire the landscape, the ruins of 
the castle, you will take part to a wine tasting  in one of its numerous wine cellars. 

Because wine is so much than a drink, during this wine tasting :  soils , knowhows, 
values and history will be taught to you  and will make of this  wine tasting an 
absolutely unforgettable experience !

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

In the Wine Pavilion   
Useful 
information
Price for 50 persons   

14 €  per person    

The price includes : A tour guided for a half 
day – a wine tasting in one of Chateauneuf 
du Pape wine cellars 
( 3 wines (red – white – rosé) + bread + 
cheese )

Duration : Approximatly 4 hours
   

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility

2022
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Not only have bridges inspired several artists such as the poet Arthur Rimbault and the 
painter Vincent Van Gogh, but they also form the basis for countless tales, legends and 
stories. Let’s explore Provence bridges!

Your day: 
 
n 9am: Meet your guide 

n 9.15-9.45am: Tour of Pont Saint Bénezet, famous for the song «Sur le Pont d’Avignon». 
This Roman bridge was built by a simple shepherd from Vivarais, probably on the site of a 
ruined ancient Roman bridge. It is a UNESCO World Heritage site. People around the world 
sing it!  

n 10am: Departure to Pont du Gard, UNESCO Roman aqueduct. Legend says it that a 
young man was tasked with building this aqueduct to win a girl’s hand in marriage, the 
daughter of a major figure in Nîmes. The aqueduct had been built dozens of times but always 
destroyed by the Gardon’s water. The young man made a deal with the devil who agreed to 
build the bridge on the condition that he owned the soul of the first individual to cross it. 
On completion, the young man threw a hare onto the bridge to the fury of the fooled devil. 

n 10.30am-12pm: Tour of Pont du Gard and the museum about water conveyance in 
Roman times.

n 12-2pm: Lunch break (at the Pont du Gard or on the way to Arles). 

n 2pm:  Depart to Arles.

n 3-5pm:  Walk in Vincent’s footsteps in Arles. Your stroll begins at Langlois Bridge 
painted several times by Van Gogh, before moving onto places that inspired the artist and 
ending at the bridge from the Starry Night Over the Rhône where the coach will be.

n Return to Avignon around 6pm.  

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Provence bridges 
Useful 
information

Price - based on 30 people  

With coach: from 54 € per person.
Price includes guide and coach for the day, 
Entrance fees to the Pont St Bénezet and 
Pont du Gard.

Without coach: from 24 € per person.   
Price includes guide for the day, Entrance 
fees to the Pont St Bénezet and Pont du 
Gard. 

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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4-day programme starts in Avignon 
Days can also be proposed separately
 

DAY 1: ROMANITAS

Your day starting from Avignon 
 
n 8:45: Meet up with your guide for departure at 9:00
n 10-12: Visit Nîmes and its Roman heritage: the Maison Carrée – the Roman 
amphitheatre – La Fontaine gardens. 
n Noon to 2pm: Lunch break  
n 2pm: Departure to the Pont du Gard – Roman aqueduct  
n 2:30-3:30: Visit the Pont du Gard, UNESCO World Heritage
n 4:15– 5:15: Visit the Roman theatre in Orange, the best preserved antic theatre in 
Europe. A UNESCO World Heritage site.
Return to Avignon around 6pm

 
DAY 2: THE PAPACY IN AVIGNON, PETRARCH AND THE FONTAINE DE 
VAUCLUSE

Your day starting from Avignon 
 
n 8:45 : Meet up with your guide for departure at 9:00
n 9 –12: Visit the UNESCO World Heritage area in Avignon: Palace of the Popes – Church 
of Notre Dame des Doms - Pont Saint Bénezet (Pont d’Avignon) made famous by the song. 
References to artists such as Matteo Giovannetti - Simone Martini. 
Description of the encounter between Laure and Petrarch at the Chapel of Saint Claire. 
n Noon to 2pm: Lunch Break  
n 2pm: Depart to Fontaine de Vaucluse 
n 2:50: Arrival at Fontaine de Vaucluse where Petrarch lived. Visit the Petrarch museum, 
the famous water spring and the Paper Mill.
n 5pm: Departure 
Return to Avignon around 6pm
 Information and booking

Incoming Group Department
T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50

groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com
www.avignon-tourisme.com

Italian influence 
in Avignon and Provence 

Useful 
information
Price – 30-person base

With no coach: starts at 97 €   
(tax incl) per person   
This price includes: Guide for 3 and-a-half days 
– entrance to the Palace of the Popes + Pont à 
Avignon – entrance to the Roman amphitheatres 
in Nîmes, the Maison Carrée, and Magne 
Tower, entrance to the Roman theatre in 
Orange- entrance to the Pont du Gard, the 
Petrarch museum - the Pass liberté for Arles 
(1 museum+ choice of 4 monuments- Réattu 
museum  – visit salt marshes in Aigues Mortes 
in the little tourist train. 

With coach: starts at  212 €  
(tax incl) per person   
This price includes: Guide and a coach for 3 
and-a-half days – entrance to the Palace of the 
Popes + Pont à Avignon – entrance to the Roman 
amphitheatres in Nîmes, the Maison Carrée, 
and Magne Tower, entrance to the Roman 
theatre in Orange- entrance to the Pont du 
Gard, the Petrarch museum - the Pass liberté 
for Arles (1 museum+ choice of 4 monuments- 
Réattu museum  – visit salt marshes in Aigues 
Mortes in the little tourist train 

We can organise lunches – check with us 

2021

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Palais des Papes © Empreintes d’Ailleurs- Avignon Tourisme Pont du Gard © pontdugard.fr

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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DAY 3: FREE MORNING IN AVIGNON - ARLES 

Your day starting from Avignon 
n Free morning: Take full advantage to do some shopping, see Les Halles covered market and an Avignon museum such as the Petit 
Palais with the Campana collection of Italian Primitives. (No charge) 
We can organise a guided tour of the Petit Palais museum 
n 1:45: Meet up with your guide for departure at 2pm
n 3:15-5pm: Visit the city of Arles (Roman Amphitheatre-Saint Trophime Cathedral – Place du Forum…) 
Return to Avignon around 6pm
 

DAY 4 – CAMARGUE, LAND OF ITALIAN IMMIGRATION IN THE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURIES 

Your day starting from Avignon  
n 8:45: Meet up with your guide for departure at 9:00
n 9:00-12:30: Presentation of the flora and fauna, of man’s activity, closely related to Italian immigration such as the salt works in 
Aigues Mortes and the work in the rice fields. The morning also includes going around the Etang de Vaccarès up to the picturesque village 
of Saintes Maries de la Mer. 
n 12:30-2:00: Lunch on own
n 2:30- 5pm: Visit the small fortified town of Aigues Mortes. 
The history of Aigues Mortes is marked by the massacre of the Italians in 1893. 
In summer of 1893, the salt works, Compagnie des Salins du Midi,  recruited workers to thresh and harvest the salt. Hiring was down due 
to the economic crisis affecting all of Europe. So, the perspective of finding seasonal work drew a lot of workers, more than usual. These 
job-seekers were of three different categories known as:
 • The  « Ardéchois », peasants, though not necessarily from Ardèche, who left their fields for the season,
 • The  « Piedmont » cmade up of Italians from throughout northern Italy, recruited in Italy by shift managers, 
 • The  « trimards » partly made up of vagabonds.
 
Due to the way the Compagnie des Salins du Midi recruited workers, the shift managers had to put together crews made up of both French 
and Italian workers. On the morning of 16 August, a fight broke out between the two communities and quickly became a fight for honour. 
Despite the intervention of a local judge, and of the gendarmes, the situation rapidly worsened. Eight Italians assailed by the rioters were 
massacred by a crowd that the gendarmes were unable to control. According to the French authorities, there were officially 8 deaths. The 
identity of 7 of them is known. 
n 5-6:30pm: Return to Avignon 

 
Information and booking

INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Italian influence 
in Avignon and Provence 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Musée du Petit Palais© Ph Bar - Avignon Tourisme Aigues Mortes © Office de Tourisme d’Aigues Mortes
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Francesco Petracco or Petrarch (Pétrarque in French), was a leading figure in the 
Renaissance and humanism. He also laid the foundations for modern Italian.
The future poet was born on July 20th 1304 in Arezzo where his father, a Florentine notary 
called Ser Petracco, had been exiled for political reasons. He joined his parents in Avignon 
where the pope had just taken up residence. He studied in Carpentras his father made him 
study law in Montpellier and Bologna.
His friendship with the powerful Colonna family from Rome led him to an ecclesiastical 
career following his father’s death. It brought him wealth, enabled him to travel and devote 
his time to his passion for studying. He was in the minor orders meaning he had taken a vow 
of celibacy but wasn’t allowed to celebrate mass.
His life changed on April 6th 1327, Good Friday, in Sainte-Claire d’Avignon Church where 
Francesco fell for a young woman from Avignon society called Laura de Noves. The twenty-
something had married Marquis Hugo de Sade two years earlier and had 11 children 
in twenty-odd years until she died in 1348, probably due to the Great Plague. Petrarch 
declared his platonic love for her which inspired his poetry for the rest of his life despite 
only having met in a few public places and hardly having spoken to her!

Your day: 
n 9 am: Meet your tour guide   
n 9am-12pm: Tour of the Palais des Papes and Avignon with reference to Petrarch and 
cardinal residences  
n 12-2pm: Free time for lunch in one of Avignon’s many restaurants (we can also organise 
it for you) 
n 2 pm: Departure for Fontaine de Vaucluse where Petrarch sought peace to write. The 
region is named after the village of Fontaine de Vaucluse and it’s the incredible Vaucluse 
site - «Vallis clausa» (enclosed valley) where the Sorgue mysteriously springs from that 
gave its name to the village (according to official texts from the 10th century). Visitors are 
always intrigued and drawn to magical Fontaine de Vaucluse.
n 2.45-5.30pm: Tour of the Petrarch Museum and resurgence.
Return to Avignon:  6.30pm

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Petrarch, the Pope 
and cardinals

Useful 
information
Price based on 30 people  

Without coach: from 28 € 
per person 

Price includes - tour guide for the day - 
Palais des Papes and Petrarch Museum 
entry

With coach: from 50 € 
per person 

Price includes - tour guide and coach for 
the day - Palais des Papes and Petrarch 
Museum entry  

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Fontaine de Vaucluse - A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse François Pétrarque © Wikipédia

Fontaine de Vaucluse - A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse

2022

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Go on a hot-air balloon adventure. 

A maiden voyage in a hot-air balloon gives you a unique sense of calm! The silence and 
wind blowing you over stunning scenery make for an unforgettable experience.
Here’s the potted history: in November 1782 in Avignon, Joseph Montgolfier tried an initial 
experiment with a fastened shirt then a «cube» of silk taffeta measuring around 1 metre 
cubed that managed to rise to the top of the fireplace. The experiment took place at the 
Maison aux Ballons at No 18 Rue Saint-Étienne. It stands out from the rest for its wrought 
iron windowsills which all feature «the shape of a balloon» in the middle.

Your experience using Avignon as your base:

n 4.15am: Pick-up outside the hotel   

n 5.15am: Arrive at Sud Montgolfière in Uzès   

n 5.15-8.45am: Preparation- 1 hr flight followed by snack

n 9am: Departure for Château de Brantes in Sorgues
This contemporary Tuscan-style garden has been approved as a «Jardin Remarquable» by 
the French Ministry for Culture and is designed around 3 mirror pools and one of the oldest 
southern magnolias in Europe (around 200 years old).
The Italian-style château boasts the tallest plane trees in France. The trees are up to 26m 
tall. These grounds are where the Marquis de Brantes took the first hot-air balloon flight in 
1789 before landing in Orgon on the banks of the Durance.

n 10.15am-12.30pm: Meet Marine De Brantes for a guided tour of the Château de Brantes 
grounds. Tour followed by aperitif.  

n 1pm Return to Avignon (optional lunch)

 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

In the footsteps of the 
Montgolfier brothers! 

Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people   

from 360 € per person 

Price includes: coach transport – Sud 
Montgolfière services – entry, tour and drinks 
at Château de Brantes.

Available April-May-June - 
minimum 10 people  

Subject to weather conditions 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Come to explore canals, fountains, Mikveh, paper Mills,  washhouses …in Provence
Such an exciting human adventures to discove!

Your day using Avignon as your base:
n 8.45am: Meet your tour guide and 9am depart to L’Isle sur Sorgue aka the Provencal 
Venice. Several canals fuelled by the Sorgue run through the leaf green and river blue island 
town at the foot of the Vaucluse plateau.
Strolling along its canals and its old narrow streets you will enjoy this charming place. You’ll 
cross small bridges and watch the big mossy waterwheels at work powered by the Sorgue.
If you love bargains, beautiful pieces, vintage and art galleries then this is the place for you 
with almost 300 antiques dealers in the small town! After Saint-Ouen and London, L’Isle sur 
Sorgue is the third biggest European platform for trading antiques.
n9.30-10.45am: Tour of L’Isle sur Sorgue and the Water Divide. The Water Divide offers 
visitors and locals alike an unspoilt setting. Its constant cool water is 13° in Summer and 
Winter. Its crystal-clear water allows locals to use the flat-bottomed and unstable Négo-
Chin (dog drowner) boat that our ancestors once used for fishing, hunting and getting 
around.
n 11.15am-12.15pm: Tour of the village of Fontaine de Vaucluse, its water spring and 
paper mill. The region (founded in 1793) is named after the village of Fontaine de Vaucluse 
and it’s the incredible Vaucluse site - «Vallis clausa» (enclosed valley) where the Sorgue 
mysteriously springs from that gave its name to the village. Visitors are always puzzled and 
drawn to magical Fontaine de Vaucluse.
n 12.30-2.30pm: Lunch on the banks of the Sorgue (we can also organise it for you)  
n 3-4.45pm: Tour of Pernes les Fontaines, this small town home upto 40 fountains. This 
tour can include a visit of the Mikveh (Jewish baths) and Ferrande Tower whose murals 
tell the story of Charles of Anjou’s Sicilian conquest. These affrescoes  are a true medieval  
comic strip.  Your day ends with a stroll along the 150 year old Carpentras canal

Return to Avignon scheduled for 6.30pm.

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Men and Water! 
Useful 
information
Price - based on 18 people 

Without coach: from  31 € per person
Price includes a tour guide for the day - 
Mikveh and Ferrande Tower entry in Pernes. .

With coach: from  83 €  per person
Price includes a coach and tour guide for the 
day - Mikveh and Ferrande Tower entry in 
Pernes.  

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Set amidst the vineyards, the village of Chateauneuf du Pape nestles 
on the gentle and sunny slopes of a hill. 
So saddle up and get ready to explore the surroundings of that 
picturesque village. 
Bike your way through the vines, enjoy stunning views and at the end of 
your tour, appreciate one of the most famous wines of France.

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Bike Tour in Châteauneuf du pape 

Useful 
information
Price - based on 15 persons

From 43 € per person 

Includes  Guide + Bikes 
+ Helmets + Wine tasting  
( 3 wines + cheese and sausage)  

Duration  3 hrs

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Experience half a day in rural Provence. 
Get onto your bike in Tarascon and for an hour ride through the 
picturesque small towns of Tarascon and Beaucaire. 

Then enjoy a change of scenery as you make your way through the 
typical pine-scented landscapes of Provence, all the way to the ruins of 
the 12th C troglodyte abbey of St Roman. 

You will spend an hour there to explore the area at leisure.  

Make your way back to the Tarascon, on time for lunch or dinner. 

 
 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

St Roman Abbey Bike Tour 

Useful 
information
Price - based on 15 persons

41 € per person 

Included : Guide, Bikes, Helmets, Tickets 
to the St Roman Abbey

Duration : 4 hours

 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Abbaye de Saint Roman - © Sites touristique du Gard.fr © A. Hocquel - ADT Vaucluse

Château de Tarascon ©chateau.tarascon.fr

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Enjoy a memorable trip amongst 
the vines

During your stay in Avignon, don’t miss a visit to a wine cellar in 
the mostworld known village of Chateauneuf-du-Pape and discover 
what makes this wine so special

Put your walking shoes on and join us for a beautiful 2 hours walk in the vineyards of 
Chateauneuf du Pape.

While you will be  enjoying  stunning views, you will discover all along your walk  the 
secret to growing grapes and you will learn the process of wine-making, from grape 
to bottle : all the secrets  that make the wine of Chateauneuf du Pape so famous.

At the end of your hike, try one of the most famous wines of France in a splendid 17th C 
mansion, owned by one of the oldest families of the region.
 

Make your way back to the ship by coach.
 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Walking, wine tasting and vineyard 
tour in Chateauneuf-du-Pape   

Useful 
information
Price for 15 persons   

27 €  per person    

Includes : Services of a local-guide + wine 
tasting in a cellar (3 wines) 

Duration : 3 hours 

   

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

2022

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.30am: set off from Avignon to visit the pretty village of Brantes at the foot of 
Ventoux, aka the giant of Provence, to meet Les Aventurières du Goût.

n 10am: arrival at Les Aventurières du Goût for:

- A seasonal stroll, learning about wild and edible plants with an ethnobotanist to 
identify, select and pick edible wild plants and flowers. 

- A fun-filled cookery lesson (approx. 90 mins) to learn how to make a healthy medley 
of a meal using your foraged items with local produce, seasonal fruit and vegetables 
(vegetarian meal).

- Lunch  (approx. 90 mins): enjoy the delicious meal you’ve made with new and natural 
flavours with the chef in a social atmosphere (on the terrace weather permitting).

n 2pm: departure for the Wine Road (Côtes du Rhône) in the Dentelles de Montmirail 
to visit the villages of Séguret, a medieval village that looks like it’s straight from a 
Provencal nativity scene, and Gigondas, a must-do for wine lovers.

Return to Avignon for 6pm.

 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Mouth-watering 
Mont Ventoux! 

Useful 
information
Price - based on 10 people

From 189 € per person   

Price includes transport - guide for the day - 
Les Aventurières du Goût services - lunch. 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Every weekend from mid-November to mid-March

Multi-facetted truffles are nicknamed black diamonds due to their rarity and are highly 
sought-after in fine dining. Dive into the world of the black or white truffle. 

Your Saturday using Avignon as your base:

n 8.45am: Meet your guide and set off to Richerenches, the truffle capital at 9am. This 
village has a population of 700 near Valréas in the papal enclave and is known as the «truffle 
capital». Truffles are a source of great local pride and honoured in different events hosted by 
the villagers: Ban des Truffes, truffle omelette tasting, the black diamond brotherhood etc.
n 10am-12pm: Truffle market tour. The market officially opens in November (the Saturday 
after November 15th) and brokers, truffle producers, tourists and curious souls meet up 
on Avenue de la Rabasse and Cours du Mistral. The market launch is heralded by the Ban 
des Truffes.  
Everyone’s talking about the same thing: truffles! Trading can start once the price has 
been set. The street empties around 1pm as the aroma of truffle permeates through the 
streets. The market is split in two: one for local produce and truffles in bulk and one for 
professionals.
n 12.30-2pm: Lunch at Domaine Saint Alban, a winery that provides daily truffle hunting 
demonstrations from November to March. A family tradition in the land of truffles!
n 2.30-3.30pm: Truffle hunting session with a truffle dog
n 3.45pm: Departure for Châteauneuf du Pape
n 4.45pm: Château de Châteauneuf du Pape photo opportunity
n 5pm: Tasting at Château de la Nerthe, one of the 3 biggest wineries in the Châteauneuf-
du-Pape designation with 92 hectares of vineyards.
n Return to Avignon around 6.30pm
Hôtel la Mirande stay  – charming 5* hotel 
Free time for dinner.
 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Truffles and wine: 
a gourmet weekend 

Useful 
information
Price based on 8 people  

from  587 € per person 

Price includes: tour guide and 15-seater 
minibus for the full day Saturday – truffle 
lunch + truffle hunting at Domaine Saint 
Alban – wine tasting at Château de la Nerthe 
– overnight stay on Saturday + breakfast at La 
Mirande – Charming 5* hotel - cookery class 
and truffle lunch on Sunday 

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Your Sunday: 

n 9.30am-3pm: La Mirande cookery class + truffle meal
The wonderfully-located La Mirande cookery school, Le Marmiton (French for kitchen 
hand), begins its classes with a trip to Halles d’Avignon market to pick ingredients. 
Grab your basket and join the chef as he shows you around the stalls, points out the best 
places to buy bread and where to get samples of anything from marinated garlic to cheese. 
Then it’s time to head back to La Mirande to make lunch. 
Classes are held in a plush rustic kitchen dominated by a huge wood oven and open shelves 
laden with crockery. The classes are relevant and relaxed. It’s the type of place where you 
grate your truffles with a glass of wine next to you. 
Once everything is prepared, you’ll go down to the cellar for a drink while lunch is cooking. 
Lunch will be served on a beautifully laid-out wooden kitchen table followed by a few cups 
of coffee in the garden (weather permitting) or on the fabulous patio.

 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com
Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 23



Every Saturday morning from mid-November to mid-March

Multi-facetted truffles are nicknamed black diamonds due to their rarity and are highly 
sought-after in fine dining. Dive into the world of the black or white truffle. 

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.45am: Meet your guide and set off to Richerenches, the truffle capital at 9am. This 
village has a population of 700 near Valréas in the papal enclave and is known as the «truffle 
capital». Truffles are a source of great local pride and honoured in different events hosted by 
the villagers: Ban des Truffes, truffle omelette tasting, the black diamond brotherhood etc.

n 10am-12pm: Truffle market tour. The market officially opens in November (the Saturday 
after November 15th) and brokers, truffle producers, tourists and curious souls meet up 
on Avenue de la Rabasse and Cours du Mistral. The market launch is heralded by the Ban 
des Truffes.  
Everyone’s talking about the same thing: truffles! Trading can start once the price has 
been set. The street empties at around 1 pm as the aroma of truffle permeates through 
the streets. The market is split in two: one for local produce and truffles in bulk and one for 
professionals.

n 12.30-2pm: Lunch at Domaine Saint Alban, a winery that provides daily truffle hunting 
demonstrations from November to March. A family tradition in the land of truffles!

n 2.30-3.30pm: : Truffle hunting session with a truffle dog

n 3.45pm: Departure for Châteauneuf du Pape
n 4.45pm: Château de Châteauneuf du Pape photo opportunity

n 5pm: Tasting at Château de la Nerthe, one of the 3 biggest wineries in the Châteauneuf-
du-Pape designation with 92 hectares of vineyards.

n Return to Avignon around 6.30pm

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Truffles and wine: 
a gourmet day 

Useful 
information
Price based on 12 people   

from 131 € per person 
without lunch

from 175 € per person 
with lunch

Price includes minibus transport – tour guide 
– truffle lunch and truffle hunting at Domaine 
Saint Alban – Château de la Nerthe wine 
tasting.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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The côtes-du-rhône vineyard is the second French vineyard to be approved with the AOC 
(protected designation of origin). Did you know that Avignon is its capital?
We provide a trail from Avignon that combines an introduction to wine culture, exceptional 
Roman heritage and stunning scenery. 

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.30am: Meet your tour guide and leave to Châteauneuf du Pape at 8.45am
Nestled between Avignon and Orange, Châteauneuf-du-Pape unfurls at the foot of its 
fortress ruins. The village overlooking the Comtat plain and its 3000ha of vineyards is almost 
entirely devoted to its famous «Châteauneuf du Pape» wine from the equally well-known 
Côtes du Rhône designation. Scheduled photo opportunity at the castle ruins. 
Prepare for jaw-dropping views!

n 9.30-10.30am: Tasting at Ogier winery. Maison Ogier has been in Châteauneuf du Pape 
for over 150 years and gives you the chance to explore the Rhône Valley Experience and its 
exceptional vintages.

n 10.45am: Departure to Vaison la Romaine*
The town lies either side of the river surrounded by green hills. The Gallo-Roman town 
home to ancient treasures lies on the right bank whilst the medieval city with narrow lanes 
curls up at the top of the left bank. The old town is an open-air museum: villas, mosaics, 
baths, theatre and more.

n 11.30am-12.30pm:  Excavation site tour in La Villasse area or time out at the Provençal 
market (Tuesday morning only)

n 12.30-2.30pm: Lunch in Vaison la Romaine.

n 2.45-3.45pm: Tour of Séguret. Séguret is listed as one of «the most beautiful villages in 
France» and often described as a nativity village. The hillside village is well worth a trip to 
visit its cobbled lanes, fountains and washhouse. Scheduled winery tasting. 

n 4-4.45pm: Tour of Gigondas nestled at the foot of the Dentelles de Montmirail and 
tasting session. 

n 5.45-6pm: Scheduled return to Avignon 

*Possible variation for this day trip The tour of Vaison la Romaine can be replaced by a 
tour of the city of Orange , its Ancient Theatre which is the best preserved from the Roman 
Empire in Western Europe - Arc de Triomphe photo opportunity. 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Wine and Roman times  
Useful 
information
Price - based on 25 people 

with the visit of Orange: from 90 € 
per person    

with the visit of Vaison la Romaine: 
from 87 € per person

Prices include: a coach and tour guide for 
the day, tour and tasting at Ogier winery, 
entry to  the Villasse site, tastings in 
Gigondas- Séguret.

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Castle , know hows… has been passed on from one generation to the next and we give you 
the chance to get in touch with those families that have kept their legacy alive. 

Your day using Avignon as your base: 
 
n 9am: Meet your tour guide and set off to Sorgues where water wheels bear witness to 
former 19th century spinning mills and factories.

n 9.30-10.30am: Tour of Château de Brantes. You will be welcome by Marine and 
Charles Hubert de Brantes whose castle has been owned and occupied by their family for 
generations. This castle is listed among French historic properties. Its Tuscan style garden 
as been approved  as ‘jardin remarquable’ by the French Ministry of culture. 

n 10.30am: Depart to Villeneuve lez Avignon symbol of the royal power  facing Avignon 
Capital of Christianity during the 14th C.

n 11.15am-12.15pm: Visit of St André  Abbey Gardens. Nestled within St André Fort high 
above Villeneuve lez Avignon.The Gardens of the Abbeye offer a stunning view over Avignon 
the Popes Palace and les Apilles. This Romantic garden has been approved as ‘Jardin 
remarquable’by the French Ministry of culture. The owners Marie and Gustave Viennet, 
great nephew of the former owner, decided to take  over this wonderful site and keep it 
alive.

n 12.15-2pm: Lunch break at Hortus Café, on the terrace in the abbey’s grounds, run by 
young Italian chef Alexia Buonvino serving creative dishes from May to October. 

n 2.15pm: departure to L’Isle sur la Sorgue, the Venice of Comtat

n 3.15-4.15pm: Visit of Filaventure manufacture managed by eight generations of 
blanket makers  The company is now managed by Pierre and Jean-Louis Brun, father and 
son, who have inherited the family’s love for natural materials and cloth making. While 
the factory maintains its respect for traditional skills, the Bruns also seek to remain 
innovators in their field, a spirit of invention which has always been in the company’s 
genes!. 

n 4.15pm: Departure to Avignon and stop in Montfavet.
n 4.45-5.30pm: Wood beaded curtain studio tour run by Amélie Ricard who has taken 
over from her father. We’ve all seen these wood beaded curtains decorating doorways and 
rattling in the wind at our grandparents or parents’ houses...
In her studio next to a beautiful big country house: step in and you’ll see several curtains 
on show, some fairly classic and others more modern, with patterns that you may not have 
seen before.

n Return to Avignon for 6.15pm 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Family affairs in Provence 
Useful 
information
Price - based on 30 people  

With coach: from 73 € 
per person.
Price includes: guide and bus for the day, 
entry to the 4 sites . 

Without coach: from 46 €
per person.    
Price includes: guide and bus for the day, 
entry to the 4 sites. 

Option to include lunch.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

© Château de Brantes

Isle sur la Sorgue © Office de Tourisme

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Castles, know hows…have been passed on from one generation to the next and have 
shaped Provence as it is today.
We give you the chance to get in touch with those families that have kept their legacy alive.

Your day using Avignon as your base:

n 8.30am: Meet your tour guide and set off for Aramon: halfway between Avignon and 
Beaucaire, Aramon historic centre spreads its imposing castle that majestically dominates 
the village. 
n 9-10am: tour of Château d’Aramon with Marquis Guy d’Aramon. The Château is one of the 
village’s landmarks and has been owned by the family since 1635.
n 10.45am-12pm: Tour of the Mas Saint Jean oil mill in Fontvieille, a little Provencal village 
at the foot of the Alpilles and dear to Alphonse Daudet. The Sourdon family has been making 
AOC olive oil for several generations and will be delighted to share their passion with you. 
You’ll be introduiced to Magali, the daughter in this family-run business.
n 12.45-3pm: Break and lunch at Tata Simone in Mouriès. 
Don’t bother looking for Simone or Tata here, you won’t find them! They’re Stéphane and 
Julia’s grandparents who opened a pizzeria in the 18th century stables in the 60s/70s and 
the pizza oven is still in working order. Tata lived here for 30 years before passing it onto 
Julia and Stéphane who will give you a warm welcome in a unique spot in the middle of 
nowhere with a terrace, old mill, large tables and pedestal tables in solid wood, a bit like a 
bull herd but on a smaller scale!
n 3.45-4.45pm: Tour of Lilamand Confiserie in Saint Rémy de Provence. 
Lilamand Confiserie was founded in 1866 by Marius Lilamand, a pastry chef in central Saint-
Rémy de Provence, and taken over by his son Justin in 1903 who focused solely on candied 
fruit and set up new workshops in the former tannery on the edge of the village. Nowadays 
Pierre Lilamand uses the recipes recommended by Nostradamus and Olivier de Serres four 
centuries earlier to keep 5 generations of expertise alive in this historical factory.
n 6-6.30pm: Return to Avignon. 
 

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Family affairs 
in the Gard and Alpilles 

Useful 
information
Price based on 30 people   

Without coach: from 64 € per person 
Price includes: tour guide for the day - meal 
at Tata Simone - entry to sites.

With coach: from 91 € per person 
Price includes: tour guide and coach for the 
day - meal at Tata Simone - entry to sites.

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

Château d’Aramon © www.chateaudaramon.com  © Confiserie Lilamand

 © Chez Tata Simone

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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You simply can’t imagine Provence without cicadas... It’s impossible!
cicadas make our beloved Provence magical. A summer without cicadas would be 
monotone don’t you think? Want to find out a little more about our cicadas friends? 
Did you know that the males sing to attract the females? Did you know that cicadas 
only sing when it’s hot and sunny and they stop singing when temperatures drop 
under 22 degrees?

We bring you a day in Provence in tune with the cicadas using Avignon as your base.
On the agenda: a mouth-watering market OR tour of the Souleiado Museum – Tata 
Simone’s aioli - photo opportunity in Les Baux de Provence - Moulin Saint Jean olive 
oil workshop followed by a game of pétanque under the plane trees.

Your day using Avignon as your base:
n 9am: Meet your tour guide. 
Wednesday mornings are spent at Saint Rémy de Provence market and Saturdays are 
spent at Arles market. Both markets are some of the region’s most exciting and famous.
Free time at the market 10am-11.45am
We provide a trip to the Souleiado Museum in Tarascon on the other days. 
NB: the museum is closed on Sunday) OR a tour of Les Baux de Provence village. 

Hôtel d’Ayminy is a 17th century mansion and housed the Souleiado factory for two centuries 
before it opened as a museum on July 4th 1988.
It introduces the factory’s history and looks back at the legacy of textile printing that was 
established in Provence in the 17th century, covering perse production secrets to their use 
in the region’s traditions.
The printing workshops have been untouched since the 1970s when they were closed down. 
The chemist’s laboratory, printing tables, large steam room and washhouse capture the 
essence of perse making in Tarascon.

n 12.30-2pm: Aïoli at Tata Simone in Mouriès
Don’t bother looking for Simone or Tata here, you won’t find them! They’re Stéphane and Information and booking

INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

A day in tune 
with the cicadas  

Useful 
information
Price based on 20 people 

Without coach: from 76 € 
inc. VAT per person 

Price includes: tour guide for the day - 
meal at Tata Simone - tapenade workshop 
and pétanque 

With coach: from 103 € 
inc. VAT per person 

Price includes: tour guide and coach for 
the day - meal at Tata Simone - tapenade 
workshop and pétanque

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

© OT des Baux de Provence © Photostock

© JL Zimmerman - ADT Vaucluse

2022

Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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Julia’s grandparents who opened a pizzeria in the 18th century stables in the 60s/70s and 
the pizza oven is still in working order. Tata lived here for 30 years before passing it onto 
Julia and Stéphane who will give you a warm welcome in a unique spot in the middle of 
nowhere with a terrace, old mill, large tables and pedestal tables in solid wood, a bit like 
a bull farm but on a smaller scale!

Tour continuation and photo opportunity in Les Baux de Provence (unless you’ve already 
visited the village in the morning) 
 
n 3-5.30pm: Tapenade making workshop at the Moulin du Mas Saint Jean and game of 
pétanque under the 100 year old plane trees. 
The Sourdon family has been making AOC olive oil for several generations and will be 
delighted to share their passion with you. You’ll be met by Magali, the daughter in the 
family-run business.

n 6.30pm:  return to Avignon.

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com
Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 

© Photostock © Photostock

© Musée Souleiado
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You  may  not  see  Charles  Trenet’s  English-speaking  ducks  in  incredible Gardens 
of Provence, but you’ll get your fill of nature and recharge your batteries in leafy and 
colourful havens that may be surprising and breathtakingly beautiful. 
The half-day tour will take you around two of them listed as «Jardin remarquable».

Your half-day using Avignon as your base: 
 
n 9am: Meet your tour guide and departure for Villeneuve lez Avignon, the cardinal city 
opposite the papal city.

n 9.30-10.30am: Tour of the garden at Fort St André Abbey  
Soak up myriad settings as you wander this 2ha garden’s alleyways: Tuscan, Provençal, 
romantic, mineral... and if your mind doesn’t wander then you’ll see over 100 plant species 
flourishing in the midst of historical ruins. 

n 11.15am – 12.15pm: Tour of Château de Brantes Grounds and Garden   
The Tuscan-style Brantes garden is listed as a «Jardin Remarquable» and part of the 
Brantes estate in Sorgues in Vaucluse. Château de Brantes was built in 1700 by the Di Bianco 
family from Florence, expanded in 1815 by General de Cessac, minister under Napoleon I,  
and restored by the current owners and descendants of the Di Biancos from 1960. The 
château is surrounded by grounds dating from 1815 and a garden designed by a landscape 
designer in 1960... You’ll be welcome by the owners, the Earl of Brantes and his wife.

n Return to Avignon scheduled for 12.45pm  

Information and booking
INCOMING GROUP DEPARTMENT

T. +33 (0)4 90 27 50 50
groupreservation@avignon-tourisme.com

www.avignon-tourisme.com

Remarkable Gardens 
Useful 
information
Price - based on 20 people  

With coach: from 61 € per person.
This price includes a guide and coach for 
the half-day and entry to the two gardens.  

Without coach: from 28 € per person.   
This price includes a guide for the half-day 
and entry to the two gardens. 

Option to include lunch

2022

Service Réceptif Groupes Avignon & Région 
Non-binding quoted prices  
Subject to availibility
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